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| T“E SUICIDE CLUB g’ ]:Cal‘l YOU Beat lt? o8 R TR S, By Maurice Ketten / ' §| 1f you thought you'd killed a man, but found
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Pagme, Al ol them are discussiig swcide,  Lue
Usloael, who bas taken (he usme of Hanaser.
milh, sugages L coutersation 8 ghaslly lookiug
Isdividoal, Thia buman wreck la Mr. Maithos,
& member of Jong Manding, For teu Jsam be
e awaited bis fate, Al ibe mecimre pass nto
anotber room B0d AL AL A WLE @eeu Labie, Wihare
the Freawdent deals & pack of oands, The sce of
wpades moans dealh to L0 peson who geis Al
end the ace of ciube dmignales Lhe membe W8
whoss bands the lale of e vl s laft, AMr,
Malthium turun up the fatal card, The rouly wan
of Lhe cream (arts findes bisieelf with the ae of
clubs, Whili waris s a8 Lhe aEsculloner, The
soit moruing imooe Fiotel and Cel, Larsldioe
rmd 8 & mewepaonr of e demts of e Ma
thus, whe, It W stated, fel fross Lhe upger ars:
peb o Trelalgar Bogusre whie o ols way  lidue
fromn & party. A frieosd, 11 appeared, wan boukiug
& oab At the tume of the “socdent’”  The
1 bortiied, but be delerwiuce W retum W
clde Club and ioterwst Limseld (8 [he for.
o the yvung man who was comeelisnd o
Aalthus, Me declares, oo, Lhal be wil
socount we Fresdept of the club, aue
e man 18 & soundrel, Us Bis sscoud
s dealt the aow of spedes. He
walh along e Stmed uoll he
M s, AL e
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s the latn Guarte of Fara, Oxcupring Lhe
Bert roun G0 hle In & butel B 4 mistenisus
weman kuown & Mme Zeplyrine, Ous alter
seon Bias s handed & letter in feminine haod
writing inviting hum to & studemta’ bad st 1L
oelock thal nght., Hle keeps Lhe appotniment

levard, and chata trom Bim & promise Wet Le
will order the porter to adinit Bo obe who calls to
e him eace)l & person Who nuy come Lo clalm
a debt, On the nest uwighl Hiss doms oot bod
the ! | w ben, Hs metuns
to the bowel (o find & dead man s his bed,

@ that of & blond youuy man he had

oL the ball U pght befure, D, Noel taje
ot the door aud & sdwitted, Olieriog W0 orip
Bias out of lus dilemns, he sogiees Lhat Lhe
by be put i & Barslogs trunk belonging w Lhe
American, e gone, Whereuwgon  WF Nows,
eaplaining thal Ol Ueraldine s aodst an obl-
Lon Lo bim directs mikaa o GG the truns le
1 botel where Vrinee Floreel b stariog. s
that It mg (2 Y udon s part of b
beggage, il s W the jourtiey 85 &
metiber of Lhe aulte @ bt B with
vt atepdent, Siies hreaks | weil od amoeme e
witen him by Dir, Noel and dirsets the oot
1 drve him . e former hes !
BuArtens the Suwsids Llin. Byt thate W
une 8% No, N as Silae goes fo the e
liram with the triok The brst | ermiig
raelves g mote resdingr CTwelre o'vlooe .
that hour he trivh  taken to Prinoe
Flarisel's hintal  The Prini= dipsts the pers s
soung man to oven the bog and toen reogT e
the T’m-.l; an that of o500 (eralitine's younges
bmother, wioo had dind o hils sefypw

e Adventure of fha Hamsom Cah’ ds the
thi! part, of the o v Jlient Renbin
it back faom the 1od(ad wse _

o
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non Tab

fa Tondon o-s srenng and 1eds ver
tgke him wierernr he niemser The b dmws
up before 1 s ’I|n"" » men ..M"-, W
wogrea, anid  tie driver eaplmns thet he tae
wnslved 1o witk un ien snd |--|n'| them
there, o el the wtenant  thit he haa
oimply to g G smd may thiat Mr Manis n
vited him.  Entering the hous of m) LA
eordially receivmd the  diatiigguiniid loobing

hast,
The House of Mystery.

(Continued )

i“ HAT of Mr. Morrls," re-
pilad the other, with a
prodigious dlgplay of con-
fusion, which had boen
visihly growing upon hio

throughout the last few words

“Mr. John or Mr, Jumcs Morria?
tnquired the host,

“l really eanpot tell you," roturned
the unfortunate guest. "I am not
personally acquainted with the gon-
tleman any more thun I am with your-
pell

*1 aoe,” wald Mr, Morrls, “there is
another person of the same name fur-
ther down the utreet, and 1 Have no
doubt the policeman will be able to
supply you with his number,  Be-
leva me, I fellcitite enysell on the
misunderstanding whleh has procured
me the pleasare of Your company for
po long, and let mie express the hope
thAat we miy mect Jguin upon a more
rogular footing.  Meantime | would
it for the woeld detaln you longer
from your friends,  John! he added,
raléing his voloe, “will you soe that
this gentleman finds iz great eoal?”

And with the most agreeable air
Mr. Morris escorled hls visitor as
tar as the ante-romn door, where he
left him under conduct of the butler,
Aa be pussed the window on his re-
turs to the drawng-room Bracken-
bury could hear Fim uttor a protounid
algh, a8 thouyh his mind wus loaded
with a great anux ety aml his nerves
plready fatigucd with the task on
which he wus vngniod,

For perhaps an hour the hanssms
kept acriving with such foquency
thiat Mr. Morels Lol Lo revedve o new
guest for every old one that he sont
away, and the compuny preserved |la
pumber undiminished, Hut toward
the end of that time the arrivals

grew fow and far between, and at
length ceased entiroly, while the

process of ellmination was roﬂ'llnl.ll'.d‘

with unimpalred activity, The draw-
Ing room bewan to look empiy; the
baccarat was discontinued for lack of
a banker: more than one person sald
good-night of his own accord, and was
suffersd to depart without expostula.
tion, and tn the meanwhile Mr. Mor-
ria redoubled In agrecabls attentions

to thoso who stayed hehind, He went |

from group to group and from peraon

to person with looks of the readiest |

sympathy, snd the most pertinent and

pleasing talk: he was not so l'mwl'lI

like & host na llke p hosiens, and there
wis a feminine coquetry and cone
descension In his manner which
charmed the hearts of all

As the guests grew thinnar Lisut,
Rich strolled for a moment out of
the drawing room Into the hall in
quest of frouher nlr, But he had ne
sooner passed the threshold of the
ante.chamber than he wan hrought
to a dead halt by a discovery of tha
most surprising nature, The flower-
Ing whrubs had disappeared from the
stidrease:  threa  lourge  furniture
wingons slood before the garden gate;
the gervanis were busy dismantling
the house upon all sides, ana some
of themm had already donned thelr
groat coats and were preparing to
depart, It wis Hke the ond of a
country hall, where everything has
been supplied by contract. Bracken.
bury had indeed some matter for re-
flection, Firat, the guests, who were

no real guests after all, had been dis- |

mismed, and now the servantsa, whe
could hardiy be genuine servants,
were actively dispersing.

“Was the whole estublishment a
eham?" he arked himself, “The
mushiroom of a single night which
should disappear before morning 3

Watching a favorable opportunity, |

Brackenbury dashed upstairs td the
higher reglons of the house. It was
a8 he had expected, He ran from
room to room, and saw not a stick of
furniture nor so much asg a pleture
on the walls, Although the house
had been painted and papered, it was
not anly uninhabited at present, but
platnly had never been inhabited at
all,  The young officor rememhered
with ustontshment Its spaclous, aet.
tled and hospitable a!r on his arrival,
It was only at a prodigious cost that
the Imposture conld have heen cir.
ried out upoen so great a aeale,

Who Was the Host?

U, then, was Mr. Morria®
What was his intention in
thua playing the househioalid-
er for a sipgle night 10 the
renwote west of Lopdon?

PBrackenbury remembersd that he
had already delayed too long, and
hastened to joln the company. Many
had lefr during  Kis absenee;  and,
counting the lleutenant and his hoat,
thers wern not more than five pers
sons in the drawing room- recontly
Ho thronged, Mr. Morrls greeted him,
ns he resentorsd the apartment, with
a smile, and immodiately rose to hia
feat,

It s now time, gentlemen,'” sald
ho, "to cxplain my purpose in Jdecoy-
ing you fram your amusements, |
trust you did not find the even.ng
hang very dully on your hands; bl
iy Gljoct, 1 will confess It, wan not
ta entertain your leisure, but to heip
inyaolf In an unfortunnte necessity
You are all gentlemen,” he continnel,
“your appoarance doos You that much
Justice, and 1 ask for no better se.
varhty. Henee | ospeeale without eon-
conlment: 1 ask ¥ou 1o réender me
dungerous and delivite SN e ]
tAngorous Deciuss yod tnay run the
hnzard of your lves, and dellvits,
botaitae 1 must asik wn absolute dis-
cretion upon all that you shall s=e
or hear. From an utter stranger the
request in nimiut domicially B
travagant; 1 am waoll awares of this,
and | would sdd nt ones, if there Le
any  one  present  wlio haw  heard
enoigh, If there ba ona among the
party who recoils from a dangerous
vonfidence, and a piece of quixotie
devotion ta hia knowa not whom —livra
Is my hand ready, and [ shall wish
him goodd tight and God speed with
all the sinecerity in the worid.™

A very tall, black man, with a
henvy stoop, bnmedialely respondod
to this appeal,

“I commend your frankness, sir,
siid he, Yand; for my part, 1 go. |1
make no reflections, but 1 cannst
deny that you fl moe with susplelous
thouglits, 1 go myself, an 1 say, and
poerhups you will think 1 have no
right to add waor =

*On the coniraey.” ropliod  Mre
Morpis, “1 am obligéid to pay for wll
you sy, 1t wouid be bimpossible to
exaggerate the gravity of my pro.
posil”

“Waoll, gentlemen, what a0 yon
say? sald the toll man, pddreashig
the others, “Weoe have had our oves
ning's frolie; shol! we all go liome-
wirl peaceably in oa body?* You will
think well of my sucgestlon In the
morning, whon you sev the sun again
in nnocenee ahd safoty”

The spedker pronoanesd the st
words with an  Intensntionn wlinh
added to thelr force, and his faca
wore & singular expicssion, full of
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gravity and significance, Another of
the compiany rose hastily, and, with
gome appearancoe of alarm, prepared
to take his leave, There were only
two who held thelr ground, Brackea-
bury and an old, red-nosed cavalry
mujor. but these two preserved &
nonehidant demeanor, and, boyond
look of intelligence which they rap-
illy exchanged, apprared entirely
foreign to the discussion that had
Just been terminated,

Mr, Morris conducted the desert.
era a8 far aa the door, which he
closed upon tholr heels; then he
turned round, disclosing a countens
ance of mingled rellef and anima-
tion, and addressed the two ofMcers
ay follows:

“I hve chosen my men 1ke Joshua
in the Bible” suid Mr, Morris, “and
I now belleve 1 have the plek of Lon-
don.  Your appearance pleasced my
hansom cabmen; thion it delighted
me; 1 have walehed your behavior
in a strange company, and under tho
miost unusual glreumstancea; | have
studied how you played and how you
bt your Josses; lastly, 1 bave put
yvou to the st of a siasgering an-
nedncement, ‘and you redelved it like
Wi invitation to dinner, 1t is not fur
nothing” he ericd, L} have been
for years the compoanion  and the
pupil of the bravest and wisest po-
tentate in urope,”

YAt the wffulr of Runderchang,”
ohserved the major, "I asked for
twelve voluntecry, and every trooper
in the gankas replied to my appeal
Bul a guming party is not the same
thing us i regiment under fire, You
miy be pleased, | supposs, to have
found two, and two who will not fall
300 UL @ pineh,  As for the palr who
raf away, | count them among the
miost pitiful hounds | over met with,
Lient, Riwh,” ae added, addresaing
Pruckenbury, “l have hear'd much of
vanr of Lite, and 1 e¢an nol doubt but
voul have alse heard of me. 1 am
Major O'Hooke ™

And the verteran tendered his hand,
which was red and tremulous, to the
young Heutenant,

Who has not 7" answered Bracken-
bury,

“When this little matter in sottled,”
wald Mr. Morris, “you will think |
have sufficlontly rewiarded you, for 1
Coltbil uffer nelther 4 more valuabls
service than to make him scquainted
with the other™

"And now,"” sald Maler O'Rooke, "I
it a duel?”

“A duel after a fashlon replied
Mr, Morris; "a dueol with unknawn
and dangor el eneindes, dnd, T gruves
Iy a Auel o the death, [ must

vk yout ae continued, “to onll me
Moriis no lugger; cull me, 1f you

plvieme, Bhatmmersnuth, my redl naine,
a8 Well an that of another porsdon to
wiom | hopa to prosent yon before
long yon will gratify ma by not ask
ing wnd nol secking to dispover for

Threa days ago the per- a loaded revolver, and the threa then
mounted into the ceah and drove off
for the addroas In question,

Roohester House was & magnificent
restdence on the hanks of the canal,
The large extent of the garden iso-
lated it In an unusual degren from
the annoyances of tha neighborhood,
It geemed the pare nux corfs of soms
Breat nobleman or millionalre,
far na could be seen from the streel
there was not a gllmmaer of light in
any of the numerous windown of the
manstan, and the place bad a look of
nogleot, as though the master had
long been from home.

The cab wan discharged and the
three gentlemen wora not long tn din-
covering the small door, which was n
gort of postern in n lans between two
It »till wantedq ten or

suddoenly fromm home and until
morning 1 recelved no hint of his
You wiil faney my alarim
thiat hie s enguged
upon a work of private justice. Bounid
unhappy oath,
sworn, he finds It necessary, without
the help of law, to rid the carth of an
insidious and bloody willain. Already
two of our friends, and one of them
my own born brother, have porished
the enterprise, He himself, or |
am mueh decelved, in tuken
same fatal tolls,
Hves and still
sufficlently ptoves."

And the speaker, no other than Col,

But at least ha still
hopes, &as this

garden wallm
fifteen  minutes of
thae raln fell heavily and the
adventurers sheltered themaelves ha-
low some pendant ivy and spoke In
low tonen of the appronching trial,

Suddenly Geraldine raired his fin-
ger 1o command allence and all three
their hearing to the utmost
Through the contlnuous nolss of the
rilin the steps and voleen of two men
beeiame audible from the other mide
of tho wall, and, an they drew nearer
Uranckenbury, whose sense of hearing
win romarkably acute, could even dis.
tinguish some fragments of thelr talk

“In the grave dug?' asked one,

It 18" repllad the other! “bahind
When the Job s

“Major Haommeramlith: On Wednoa.
day &t 3 A. M, vou will be admitted
by the small door to the gardons aof
Roehester Houss, Regent's Park, hy
a man who Is entirely ln my Interest,
I must request you not to fall me by

onm or two gentiemen of conduet and
discretion to whom my person I8 un-
My name must not
in this affalr,

“From his wisdom ulone, 'f he had

dine, when the others had each satls-
fed his curlogity, *my friend 1s & man
whonse directions shotld bmplicitiy be
I nesd not teil you, there-
hava not &1 much as
visited the peighborhood of Hochester
House, nnid that 1 am stlil as wholly
In the dark as elther of yourseives an
1o the natura of my friood's dilamma.
I betook myself, un soon an I hod re-

tha laurel hedge,
dona we oan cover 1t with & pile of

The firat speaker liughed and the
mound of his merriment wins shocking
to the listeners on the ather side,

“In an hour from now,” he sald,

And by tha mound of the ateps 1t
wan obvious that the palr had sep-
arated, nnd were procending in con-
trary directions.

contractor, and, in & few hoyrs, the
house in which wa ars bad assumed
lnte alr of festival
wiun ut least original, and
from regretting an aotton which has

Almnst tmmediately afier the pos.
wWas cautiously opnned,
protruded Into
line, und a hand was aeen bookoni g
In dead allenca the
thres passed the door, which was {m-
madiately locked behind them, and
followed thelr gulde through savaral
garden nllevs to the kitchen entrance
A #ingla candle burned
k!tvhen, whioh

white fuce was

the watohers,
But the residants in the streot -y

will hove a strangs awakening. The
houss whioh this avening wnas full of
llghts and visitors thay will f.nd un-

of the houws,
the mreat paved
was dont [tute of the custamary furnl-
ture, nnd as the purty procesdmd to
ascend from thence by a flight of
winding ntairy, a prodigious nolss of
rta tostiting wtill mora plainly to the
dilapidation of the houss,

morning. Thus sven the mout werious

A merry sldn"

“And let us add & merry ending,”™
anld Drackenbury,

The colonel conwultad bla watch,

"It |s now hard on two,” ha sald
“Wa have an hour before us, and a
Aawift cab s at tha dnor.
may count upon your hoip."

“During n long 1ife,” replind Mujor
I niever toolk back my hand

He wan n loan
man, much bent, but
Yo wirned from tima to time and nid-.
monished sllence und eaytion Yy his
(lerald ne followed an
cane of swurds undar
nhury slpnifed hin readinesn
In the most lie tnrmm, and wfier Hrackenhury's
pereclved that they wern

wine the Coluncl gave each of them ne, byl he Judged from the

alnerity of the old man that the hour
of actlon munst be near nt hand, and
the cireumastances of this adventure
were so obsoure and menacing, the
pliuen seamod so well ehosen for the
darkest neta, that an older man than
Brpekenbury might have been par-
donad a4 measura of emotion an ha
cloand the procession up the winding
atairs.

Prince Fuorizel Again.

T the top the guide threw
open w door and ushered
the threa officara  bofare
him into & small apartmant,
lghted by a smoky Iamp

and the glow of A modest firs. At the
chininey corner ant & man in the
early prime of 1ifa and of a stout but
ecourtly and commanding appearance,
Iin mttltuda and expression were
those of Lthe moat unmovad compon-
ure: ho was smoking a charoot with
much enjoyment nnd deliberation,
and on a table by hils elbow stood o
long klass of wome effervescing baver-
age which diffused wn agresabls odor
through the room.

YWalcome,” aald he, extoending hia
bamd o ol Geraldine, I knaw 1
might count on your exactitude'

“On my devotion,” replied the eol-
obel, with n bow.

“Pragant mo to your frivods’ oon-
tinuod the Nest, and, whon thet cores
mony had been performed, **1 wiah,
gentlamen,' ho added, with the most
exquinite cordiality, "that | oould
offer you & more cusorful programimne;
it s ungraclous to Innugurate an ac-
aqualntanca upon serlous affalrs; hut
the compulsien of evants in atronger
than the ohbligntion of good fellow-
shilp I hopn wnd babinve you will
ba abis to forgive me this unpispsant
evening, and for man of Yoilr Atamp,
It will ha enough to kuow that you
ars conferring a conslderabie favor ™

“Your higlineas,” #nid ths major
“must pardoen my bluntness 1 am
unabla to hldo what 1 Know, For
some time back I lave wsuapscten
Major Hammersmith, but Mre, Godall
{a unmintakihile, To sesk two masn in
landon unacquainted with  FPrince
Morirel of Rohsamia was to .k too
muich of Fortune's hands.*

“Prinoe Florizel!" oried Bracken-
bury in amazemient

And he gueged with the deepest in-
terest on the features of the cels-
brated personnge hefora him,

“1 shall pot lament thea loss of my
tneognito,'” remarked the Prince, “for
it enables ma to thank you with the
mora authority., You wauld have done
an much for Mr Godall, 1 feel sure,
an for the Princa of Bohemin; but the
lattar cur porhaps do mors for you
The guin s tuine,' he added, with
eoirteals gesture

Aud the pext momesnt Ya wan oon-
versing with the two offioors mbout
the Indinn army, and tha nativa
Lioups -4 aulijuut on wbich, as op al

i | — robbery, but found yourself accused of it — :
NEW ARASIAN RIGHTS TALE ; SEEE,&E\{'S%Y HE ']:FOOK-S | YOU'D BE LIKE THE HERO OF : {
e SRR 66 : b
‘ ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON % DOG . HE DOES - - THE IRON RIDER e i
R TR AN R A S A A A A AR A S B .-'m-r EVERYTHlNG :
' T — | TELL HIM To DO ' ‘-

NEXT WEEK'S COMPLETE NOVEL IN THE EVENING WORLD

You'll have to read this stirring story
fo learn how a beautiful Russian girl

!: By FRANK L. PACKARD

helped him to establish his innocence

others, ha had a remarkahle fund of

Information and the soundest viewa,

[ Thore was something so siriking In
this man's attituds at a moment of
"deadly peril thnt Brackenbury was
|overcoma with respectful admiration:
nor wos he less sensiboe to Lhe charm
of hin conversatlon or the wmurprising
amonity of his addross, Fvery gas.
ture, avery intonation, wus not valy
nobla In 1taeil, but secwmed to annoble
the fortunate mortal for whom It was
intended, and Blackenbury confesnod
to himaelf with enthusioam that this
wis ko sovercign [or whom a brave
man mught thankiully lny down his
lita.

Many mioutes  hiad  thius  passed
when the person who bBad olroduged
thom into thoe Quuse, abid » oo Dad st
ever slpce n & vurner, apd with his
witeh an bile baend, aroue and whis-
|;|uu-l a wurd Into the e e’y eur,

UL s owell, b Noel" repl
Florievl, wilvud, and then addressing
the olliwea Yo will esvuse g,
gontlewmen,” he wided, “If 1 bave Lo
lewve Yol in the dark, Yhe muinest
LW By bies
| D, Nool exlinguished the lamp. A
talnt, gray hght, premonilory of the
dawn, dhuninated the winauws, but
wus not sutlicient o Huiminate oo
oo, and when the privee rose Lo hils
feet iU wis bnpossible Lo distinguiash
his featinrfvs of to ke A gueds ot tha
nture of the emotion whivh obyieusly
willovtod him ns he spoke, He moved
toward the door wnil prlaced Rttt
at one shde of It dn an wttilude of the
Wallesl attonilen,

“You will have the kindness,” he
suld, "o muintain the strictest silencg
and to concosl yourscivos In the deng-
eat aof the shadows®™

Phe three otleers and the physiclan
huntened to obey, and for noarly ten
minutes the only sound In oechester
Houso wns oceasionsd by the excurs
mions of the rats behind the woeod work,
At the end of the period w loud oreak
of 4 hinge hroke In with surprising
distinctie s an the allenee, and shortly
atter the watchers conld distinguish
n mlow and cautious teaad approne g
up the Kitehen stalr. AL overy arcond
ptep the intruder seemed to pause ang
lend an oar, and during these Intors
viln, which soemed of an incalealable
duration, a profound disnquiet pos-
wessed the spirit of the lateners, Dr,
Noel, aceustomed as he was to dan-
perous emations, suffered an almost
pitiful prostration: hin hreath whise
thedd in hig lungs, hin teeth grated onas
upon another and his foints eracked
alinid am he nervously shifted his po-
witlon,

AL last A hand wan 1add upon tha
danr, and a bolt shot back with a
mlight report, There followed annther
paovse,  during  which  Nrackenbary
eonld mes the prince draw himsclf
towet hor noluclopsly an Af for somoe un-
ustal exertion,

i |

The President ‘i'-mppﬁd.

HHEN tha door opaned, letting

l 40 n Mitle mare of the leht

a of the maorning, and the

§  Neure of & man appeared

upon  the  threshold  and

wtond motlonloss,  He was tall and

oarriod a knife In his hand, Even in

the twitight they could son his upper

teeth bare and glistening, for lhis

mouth was open lke that of a4 hound

about to leap. The man bad svident-

Iy boen over his head in wator but a

minute or two bofors, and even while

he atood there the drops kept falling

from his wot clothes and pattered on
the Aoor.

Tue next moment he crossed tha
threshold, Thers was o leap, o stifled
cry, au Instantanvous struggle, and
betore Col, Ueraldine could spring to
hia aid the Prince held the man, dis-
armod wnd heipleoss, by e shioulders,

Yive, Nael,” he mald, “"you will be
5o wood aw to relight the lamp'

And relinguishing the charge of his
prisoner to Geraddine and HBracken
ey, o evossed the room and sot
him bk pasainet the chimney plodce
An woon ns the imp bl kindiod, the
pacty beheld an unaccustomaed stern
tess oft the Prinie's foatures. It was
no Jonger Mlorfzel, the careless gon-
tiemin; It wan the Peinee of Dohe-
miin, Justly dneensed wmnd full of
deaddly purpose, who now raised b
hend angd mdilrvwned the cuptive preals
dent of the Suylotde Ciuh

Prosident,” e saad, “sou have laid

your last snare, and your own feot
are takon tn 1t The day s begin-
it It s your lest morning You
have Just swiam the IRegont's unil;
It I8 Sour it this wourld
Your old accompl L N, wa far
from tertraving o i delivered yau
Inte oy liands for Judement And
the grave You hnd dug for mn this
afteinoon aticdl serve, In God's wi-
Hig ity proy i e Ml 'y i v n
Just dootm from the curiosity of mun

Kind Kopeol and pray, sir, Af yon
it A ki thit ways for your Hime

ta short, and God s weary of your
iniguitioe®

The prosident mads no answar
eithor by word or mgn, but continoed
ta hang his hiead and snze sulien!y on
the floor. as though he worn connelous
of the 'eince’s prodopged and unspar-
Inge rogmred,

“lontlsmen” continuad Florizel, res
miming the ardinary tone of hia con-
vermation, "thin ta o BHiilow wha hame
long aluded e, bt whom, thanks to
e, Noel, 1 now hnve tlghily by tha
heald, T tell tha story of his mise
dreds woitlil ocouny mors Lime thon
wa oan now afford: bat If the eannld
had eontadned pnuthing but the blood
of hte vietlmm | belleve the wreteh
wouldd have been no drier than vou
woa Juym Byen 1n on affale of this

aoet [ denirn to prosesve the formms of
Lonor tut 1 make yvou the fudges,
Befitinmen - Wils M oM AR exXecis
tian than n i, mnd to plve tha
Fikg Cehotor of weapoans would ba
to push ton fir 0 poiht of etiguette,
| I t wiford t o my life tn mich
1 hsin e ae o continusd, waloeking

the cas, of swords, “und an a pistal
YMler re vele w0 ofen an the wings
w coaber, and skill and coursse oaar

fall bhe the most trembling marksman,
I have decidesd, and 1| ferl sirs you
will approve of my determination, to
put this question to the touch of
swords"

When  Brackenbury and  Major
O'looke, to whom  thess remarks
wore pirtioniarly addressed, had eagh
bisiited his approval:

“Quick, sir” added Prines Florlzsl
1o the preaident, “ohooss & blade and
do not keoap me walting: 1 have an
limpatience to be done with you for-
ovor.”

For tha first time sines he wans cap-
tured and disarmed the prosident
rilacd him head, and it was plain that
he bogan instantly to pluck up cours
dign

“Ia 0t to ha atand up?' ha askad
eaperly, “and between you and me?™

“I mean wo far to honor you,” res
plisd the prince,

i, eome!” erled the president.
"With 4 fale fleld, wha Knows how
thites may happen? I must add that
I consider It handsomes behavior on
your highnesa's part, nnd if the worst
comos to the wirst I shinll dis by ona
of the must gellant gentletmen in
Eurape,*

Atid  the prealdent, libarated by
fhowe who had detalned him, stepped
up to the tahle and bwoegnn, with min-
Wi uttentton, to select a sword. He
was highly elated and seetied to foel
no doubt that be should lsaue vic-
torioge from the contest., The spee-
tators grow alarmod o the face of so
rntirs  n confidence, and  adjursd
I'rinea Florlgsl to reconsider his in-
tention,

“It s but oa farca’ he answersd,
“and 1o think I can promise you, gen-
temen, and it will not be long
w=pluying.

"SYour highnoss will ba earsful not
to avarreach,” said Col, Geraldine,

“Oeraldine returned the prince,
“did you over know mo fall in & debt
of honor? | owe you this man's
death, and you shall have (t.**

Tho prestdent at last satlsfled hlm
#elf with one  of the raplers, and
slgnified his readiness by o gesture
that was not develd of & rude no
Lility. The nenrness of pertl, and R
Aense of courage, sven to this obhoxie
ous villain, lent an alr of
and & cortain grace.

The prince hslped himaslf at ran«
dnrn To i aword.

‘ol Geraldine and Dr. Nosl"™ he
wald, Uwill have the goodness to awalt
ma In this room. | wish no rsonal
friend of mine to ba involved In this
transaction, Major O Rooke, you are
a man of some yeara and & seottled
reputation—Iet ma recommend the
president ta your pood graces. Lieut,
Fehe i will twe 8o ool as to lend me his
attention, a Young man cannot have
Lou much experiones in such affaire.”

“Your highnoess” repliad Hraocken-
bury, "It L4 an honor 1 whall prize ex-
tromaoly.'*

it s owell” peturned Princs Flor-
rols 1 whill hops to stand your friend
ko mors Important elrcumastances.”

Anil w0 saying, he lad the way out
of the apartuent and down the
Kitchen stairs,

The two men who were thus left
alone threw open the window and
leaned out, strislning every sonsa to
cateh un indloation of the trugioal
events thut were ghout to follow, The
rudin was now over; Jday had almost
comp wnd the birds were piping In
the shrubbery and on the forest trees
of Lhe gurden, The prince and his
vompaniuns were vidgible for a mo-
mient as they followed an alley be-
tweon two floweringe thickets, but at
this first covicr o clump of follage In-
tervened and they were again con-
coaded from view. This was all that
the. Coloncl and the physiclan had
e opportunity to see, as the garden
was 80 vaut pnd the pluce of combat
rvidontly wo remote from the house
that not even thn nolse of sword play
reached thele ears,

“Mo has taken him toward the
grove,” mald Dr. Noel with a shudder.

"l erled the Colonsl, *God de-
fend the right!"

Atd they awalteA the event in al-
letce, the doctor shaking with fear,
the Colonel In an awgony of sweat,
Muny minutes must have elapsed, the
day was wensibly broader and the
Wirds were singing more heartily In
the parden before a sound of return-
I footatops recalled thelr elances
toward the door. It was the prince
nid the two Indian offloors who en.
ternd,  Ood Yud defended the right.

“I nm ashamed of my emotion,”
aald Prines Florizal; "I feal it in
weiliness unworthy of my statlon,

ntinued eax stence of that
i1l bl Begun to prsy ups
on iie like a disease, and his death
hia mora refreehiod me than a night
of slumbher Lok, Ceraldins™ he
cantinued, throwing his aword upon
the Mooe, “thera s the bload of tha
mnn who kiled wyour brother, It
whicubl b o wolvome s.ght, And et
ho added, "seo how strangsly we meg
Rreomadde, MY revenes 1a not yet five
minttes old, and olrendy 1 am | T
pnniner fooaak myself If cvsn ravenge
Pv it tiloable on thils precarious sta
of e Thas H he did, whe ean undo
I? Pha careapr in which he amossed
n hues fortune ifor tha honss {teelf
tn which wa stogid belonged to him)—
that vareor 18 now & part of the des-
t'ny of mankind forever: and I might
woeary myself making thrusts in carte
tintll the erack of Judiioant, and Gers
nldine's brothar would ba none the
fesa dead, and o thousand other in-
porant persons would ba none the less
tistionored and debauched! The exe
Iitenes of & man s se small s thin
to take, po michty a thing to amploy
Alpa'" ha erted, “is there anything 13
Lt wo disenchanting as attalnment?
“od's fustice basa bean done” res
plied the doctor, “8a much 1 kehel
The lesson, vour highness, has bsen
orusl ons for me, and [ awalt my
own turn with dealdly apprehension ™

“What was I eaving?' oried the
princa. 1l hava punished, and hore
I the man beslds us who can halp
me to unda, Ah, e Noel! you and €
have before us many a day of hard
prd honorahls toil, and perhapes, be.
fore we have done, you may have
tnore  than  redeemed  your esarly
arrora.’

“And in the mean time"” mafd tha
Avirtor, “let me o and bury my oldeat

frisnd.*
VHEB ENDY  asilamas

——




